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The Visitor Information Centre provided 

the venue for the CCWT Annual General 

Meeting, held on Tuesday 26th May. 
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Points of Interest  

Culag Enterprise team 

celebrates dry stone 

dyking success ð all 

achieve Level 1 ac-

creditation along with 

Robert Glover and 

Andy Whelan  

Water level reporting 

for SNH at Little As-

synt Estate comes to 

an end  

 

George Watson College 

lends a hand with rub-

bish clearing along the 

Crumaer and brash in 

Culag Woods  

 

CCWT makes good pro-

gress with new web-

site  

Culag Community Woodland Trust  

Surveying at Little Assynt              Photo: Andy Taylor  

Assynt boasts archaeological remains 

dating back to Neolithic times, some 

4000 -2000 BC and in April the Culag  

Enterprise path team spent a fruitful day 

with Gordon Sleight, of Historic Assynt, 

in the hills above Kirkton. They surveyed 

a Bronze or Iron Age Round House and 

although badly damaged over the centu-

ries, the curved outline still remains to 

tantalize our imaginations about bygone 

lives. Survey drawing by Gordon Sleight:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now think of people who lived at Little 

Assynt Estate, sitting around an open 

fire beneath a hanging lum.  Creating a 

glimpse of these Assynt lives is a joint 

effort between Historic Assynt and 

CCWT. The path team have helped to 

survey farmstead remains from the 

Early Modern period 1700 ð1821, 

houses rarely more than 4 metres 

across, with a byre at one end, a barn, 

a kale yard and outbuilding close by. 

Can you help to tell these peopleôs sto-

ries?  Get involved by contacting CCWT.  

Mark Snowdon, CCWT Chair, spoke of 

ambitious plans for Culag Wood and 

Little Assynt Estate over the coming 

years and how much has been achieved 

by the Culag Enterprise path team.  He 

emphasized how the Trust needs the 

support of the community and organi-

zations such Highland Council and 

North Highland Forest Trust, both rep-

resented at the meeting.  Copies of the 

formal business of the AGM are avail-

able at the Office. Come along in 2010, 

as you can see there is a seat waiting.   



Land shortages for cemeteries, particu-

larly around large cities, has been in the 

news for a couple of years.  Also in the 

news has been the rise in demand for 

green burials ð burials in a woodland or 

natural setting ð and the increase in cre-

mations that have led the UK govern-

ment to introduce anti -pollution rules for 

scattering ashes.  Against this backdrop 

some woodland trusts are offering the 

opportunity to plant a tree to commemo-

rate people.   

ñCCWT has this topic on its agenda after 

a chance meeting with three American 

sisters visiting Assyntò says Jimmy 

Crooks, CCWT Director. ñThey had de-

posited some of their motherôs ashes on 

their grandfatherôs grave. That made 

me think about other descendents of 

Assynt folk and talking to Durrant 

McLeod, Clan Gathering Organiser, high-

lighted an interest in the USA for people 

to find a resting place in Assyntò.   

A conversation with Alan Bruce, 

Kinlochbervie based Funeral Director 

confirmed interest from overseas and 

local interest has encouraged Jimmy to 

continue: ñCCWT  is exploring the natu-

ral burial option alongside options to 

inter ashes and plant memorial trees 

and community views on this are very 

welcomeò.  

The £20 worth of book tokens is still up 
for grabs ð let us have your winning 
ideas by Friday 31st July to:  

CCWT, 1 Old Coach House, Lochinver 
IV27 4LE.  

Or email sharon@culagwoods.org.uk  

The result will be announced in the Au-
tumn issue of the News Update.  

Culag Enterprises is still without a logo!   

There were some good efforts from 
members but we havenôt found just the 
right image to sum up what the new 
company is all about.  

So the competition is extended to en-
courage more of you to have a go and 
for those who have already entered to 
fine tune their ideas.  

A resting place in Assynt ðcould green 

burials solve land shortage for cemeteries?  

Competition results  

 

Annaôs and Billyôs paths.  Families set 

off in search of elusive Easter eggs.  

And with at least 1000 eggs to search 

for it was great that all but about 30 

were found.     On the Easter Egg trail,  

photo : Anna Mackay  

Hunting for  treasure ðGaelic words and 
Easter eggs  

A wet Saturday afternoon in March did 

nothing to deter a group of families tak-

ing part in a treasure hunt with a differ-

ence at the All Abilities path.  They were 

looking for Gaelic words, hidden along 

the route and attached to objects. The 

kids made a drawing of what the words 

meant, creating their very own Gaelic 

Pictionary.  Tea and marshmallows and 

sunshine were a perfect end to an enjoy-

able event.  

A more traditional treasure hunt took 

place at Easter in Culag Wood along 

The children find the word 

óclachô attached to a stone, 

now they know that ôclachô 

means ôstoneô in Gaelic Photo: 

Hilary Macdonald  

ñ Itôs very good to see the 

path being used in this way   ñ 

said Mark Snowdon, CCWT 

Chair  
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Delliefure, Strathspey Picture By Kind 

Permission: Native Woodland Ltd  

Native Woodland Ltd has natural 

burial sites in Scotland including 

Delliefure at Strathspey.  The com-

pany is helping CCWT to find out 

more about green burials and memo-

rial woodlands.  Their website can be 

found at nativewoodland.co.uk and is 

full of useful information on this 

topic.  

Thanks also to Alan Bruce and the 

Highland Council for their assistance.  


