
It may not look much from 

the photo taken in February, 

maybe even a bit scruffy, 

but this is the point where 

the loop path meets the link 

path and CCWT and Culag 

Enterprises can rightly cele-

brate the completion of the 

Little Assynt path.  

The final sections have not 

been easy ðthe severe win-

ter weather made sure of 

that!  It was touch and go 

whether another helicopter 

airlift was possible.  But this 

was vital if the remaining 

materials needed to finish 

the job were going to reach 

the right spot.  

In difficult conditions the 

helicopter pilot did his 

best to drop the materials 

where they were needed 

and the path team 

worked hard to fill in the 

path tray ðand that was 

not easy on the final de-

scent.   Go to this spot 

today and you will see a 

more pristine path.  

The path is a fantastic 
achievement made possi-
ble by the efforts of a lot  
of people and an official 

opening event is likely 
t h i s  s u m m e r .          

Where the Loop meets 
the Link ðthe final de-
scent from the 4.5 kilo-
metre Loop path to meet 
the Link path, creating a 
spectacular circular route 
at the Little Assynt Es-
tate.  
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Weôve made it ð celebrate the completion 

of the Loop path at Little Assynt Estate  

 Fiona joins CCWT after a success-

ful summer with the Ranger ser-

vice.  Her background is in Geol-

ogy, working with a mining con-

sultancy in Cornwall.   

Fiona moved to Assynt in 2002 

and has been active in the com-

munity through amongst other 

things, tutoring Geology courses, 

participating on Geopark Steering 

Group and introducing local school 

children to the delights of geology 

through walks and talks.  

Her key role at CCWT will be to 

work closely with Culag Enter-

prises, manage several ongoing 

projects including the Lichen Sur-

vey and the Little Assynt Estate 

Lochs project and take the lead to 

manage SVQ training programmes 

in conjunction with Lochaber Col-

lege.  

In training for this yearôs Assynt 

triathlon, watch out for Fiona 

running the Loop path ð30 min-

utes is her current best!  

A new year and a new face ð CCWT welcomes 
Fiona Saywell, the new Project Officer  
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Culag Enterprises 

currently recruiting a 

Rural Skills Business 

Development Man-

ager ðsee website for 

details  

 

CCWT extending So-

cial Enterprise train-

ing to stage 2: Mar-

keting  

 

CCWT AGM date for 

diary: May 17th  

Culag Community Woodland Trust  
 
 

NEWS UPDATE  

Festive Quiz Answers  

1. Viewpoint on Loop path; 2. Ancient Woodland; 3. More ancient woodland; 4. Picnic area; 5. Brown trout; 6. 

Downy birch, rowan, hazel, aspen, Sitka spruce, larch to name a few; 7. Rowan, rowan jelly; 8. Canisp por-

phyry, quartzite, Lewisian gneiss are the main ones; 9. Cough medicine; 10. Fruiting bodies of the Lobaria 

pulmonaria lichen.  



Talk of Social Enterprise 

is topical at the moment; 

with an Election looming 

all main parties have a 

stance on this so -called 

Third Sector of the econ-

omy.  

Traditionally charities and 

voluntary organisations 

would be thought of as 

Third Sector with a heavy 

reliance on donations and 

grants.  

A key feature of a new 

wave of Social Enter-

prises  is the emphasis 

placed  on enterprise. 

Reliance on handouts 

decreases as the expec-

tation that Third Sector 

organisations will be en-

gaged in trading to gen-

erate profits to plough 

into meeting their social 

objectives increases.  

Getting a business to a 

point where it can stand 

on its own feet can be 

difficult. Culag Enter-

prises has secured fund-

ing from the Third Sector 

Fund to recruit a Rural 

Skills Business Develop-

ment Manager to do just 

that.  Unlike other fund-

ing that is project driven, 

this fund aims to help 

fledgling organisations to 

build capacity and 

achieve longer term sta-

bility.  

It looks like Social Enter-

prise will be around for al 

long time to come.  

masks they had made at 
home but no one was left 
out as others took advan-
tage of the facilities to 
make masks on the day.  

Judging was difficult, with 
prizes going to winners in 

two categories: pre -
school and primary.  

Several children went 

Saturday April 10th and  
a beautiful sunny day for 
the Easter egg hunt at 
Culag Wood.  

A good turn out made the 

most of the good weather 
and this year there was 

the added attraction of a 
mask competition.  

Some children brought 

home with goodies such 
as chocolate bunnies and 
Easter eggs.  

Thanks go to Anna Mac-
kay and everyone else 

involved in what has be-
come a traditional event 

in the CCWT calendar and 
a regular feature in Culag 
Woods.  Check the web-
site for other events.  

Social Enterprise ð the new buzz word or a real 
opportunity to create sustainable jobs and training ?  

An Easter Regular ðhow many easter eggs did you 
find?  

Fun in Culag Woods at this 
yearôs Easter egg hunt and 

mask competition  

Photo: Anna Mackay  

team met in her garden to 

view a transplanted sample.  

Lesley tied a windblown li-

chen from Culag to a fork in 

her oak tree and 18 months 

later it has taken hold.  

Whilst this may not be an 

orthodox method the team 

are keen to tie more wind-

blown samples to more trees 

to see if this success can be 

replicated.  

Photos Lesley Sleight and Sharon 

Bartram  

  Lichen tied to tree 2008                              

Surveying lichens ð catch up with 
activities of the project team members  
Good progress has been 

made by the Lichen survey 

team in their study of the 

Lobaria family of lichens. 

Their knowledge has devel-

oped from: recognizing li-

chens, to mapping locations, 

measuring growth and now 

transplanting specimens.   

Concentrating on the Lobaria 

pulmonaria lichen, the team 

are encouraged by results 

that Lesley Sleight has 

achieved and in March the 

Did you know that  the 

Lobaria pulmonaria 

lichen is harvested in 

Europe as a key 

ingredient in cough 

medicine.  
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Social Enterprise funding 

helps to secure the future of 

Culag Enterprises  

Photo: Andy Taylor  

 

 

 

Lichen attached itself to 

tree 2010  

Contact the CCWT 

Of f i c e  f o r  m o r e 

information on how you 

can take part in the óTie 

a lichen to a tree in 

y o u r  g a r d e n ô 

experiment.  


