CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 2011

At the end of March, our Chairman, Mark Snowdon, resigned for personal reasons.  We regret his resignation and thank him for the great efforts he put in on our behalf, and the achievements he left us with.

This is his report up to his resignation:  The Culag Enterprises team are making excellent progress constructing a shelter overlooking Loch an t-Sabhail and have been filmed by the 2020Vision Group for a national multi-media programme celebrating large scale land management. 
Charlie Russell is installing robust new access gates from the Field car park.

David MacPhail has been improving the deer fence and is about to create two one-way deer ramps; outwards of course!

David and Callum Miller are planting a wide variety of native-species trees and adding fertilizer to existing trees; the beginning of a three year woodland expansion programme.

Members of Ullapool High School will join David for a day to receive planting training as part of their Rural Skills programme. 

Jimmy Crooks, Ullapool High School’s regular mentor, has also been working with anglers and stalkers to install a new bridge giving better access to Loch Beannach.

Mark Lazzeri and the Assynt Foundation stalking team are reducing the deer population within the fence to safeguard the new young trees. David Macaskill, George Morrison and other members of the Beannach Stalkers group will work with them.

Gordon Sleight, Gita Jelly and Ann Cook are preparing a leaflet, with vibrant graphics, describing the heritage features on the Loch an t-Sabhail path.

Forestry Commission Scotland is examining a joint plan by CCWT, Assynt Foundation and Scottish Wildlife Trust for a tree nursery at Little Assynt Field to provide local provenance tree stock.

Mike Smith, Forest Research Senior Scientist is using CCWT studies of tree condition and growth at Little Assynt to help design a programme for future tree planting in Assynt and Coigach as part of a ‘Living Landscape’ partnership to be launched in June.   

Andy Summers, Ian Evans and Gwen Richards, with consultant Caroline Bowes, are finalising a report of research findings on the Little Assynt (and Quinag) lochs. This will provide valuable information for future management of Little Assynt and the ‘Living Landscape’ programme.

Ian is also documenting complementary findings from a Malaise Trap (a tent-like structure to trap flying insects) installed by David Pryce of Stirling University at Loch na h-Innse Fraoich. There are some exciting insect discoveries of national importance.

At the same loch, Fiona Saywell and Andy Summers (with monitoring by a number of volunteers) are looking for signs of mink intrusion. (Fortunately, negative so far.)

Fiona, Anna MacKay and Hilary MacDonald, with help from Cle Jarvis and the Assynt Brownies, are planning and preparing for the opening of the Loch an t-Sabhail path (and Ken’s Path, named after its founder, Ken Fairchild) on 7th May. This will be the first event in a summer programme in partnership with the Ranger Service, local schools and Historic Assynt.

Since the end of March we have had our annual Easter Egg hunt, the wonderful Path opening and the beginning of the programme of path improvement in Culag Woods, being done by the Culag Enterprises Team.  The Team are on management training at the moment and are already taking over responsibilities in the running of C.E..
For the future, we are looking to having more community involvement, by further developing the Forest School, and by hosting more public events (like Cone Zone – for teenagers, in July).  We hope this will encourage volunteers to come forward.  
And it is the constant support of our volunteers, from those on the Board to those in the woods, those who help with the paperwork to those who make tea and do the BBQ that has given CCWT its successes.  To all our volunteers – a most profound ‘Thank you’.

Anna MACKAY

